
CONSERVATION AT BUSHMANS KLOOF

Bushmans Kloof Wilderness Reserve & Wellness Retreat is the proud Global Winner of Wildlife Conservations 

Programs in the Condé Nast Traveler World Savers Awards (2009), and won the coveted Relais & Châteaux 

Environment Trophy in 2007. Its’ entire operation is based on sound environmental conservation practices. This 

covers a wide spectrum: from the implementation of a comprehensive reserve management plan, ongoing monitoring 

of water quality, rainfall, soil erosion, vegetation cover and wildlife to prevent degradation, to environmentally friendly 

solid waste disposal and advanced Biolytix waste water processing system.

All management actions are governed by a comprehensive Environmental Management Plan, ratifi ed by the Bushmans 

Kloof Conservation Trust.  Each trustee is an expert in a particular fi eld including wildlife management, botany, 

archaeology and cultural heritage.  Bushmans Kloof makes regular use of the services of the Nature Conservation 

Corporation, an independent environmental management consultant. 

Bushmans Kloof supports the following environmental organizations: 

Cape Leopard Trust (sponsorship of research by means of GPS collars)• 

South African Botanical Society and Cape Nature (saving the Clanwilliam Cedar tree)• 

Northern Cederberg Conservancy (participation in fi re protection, alien vegetation eradication and promotion of • 

eco-friendly farming techniques)

Bushmans Kloof has furthermore developed active relationships with the following organisations:

Archaeology department of the University of Cape Town• 

SAHRA (South African Heritage Resource Agency)• 

South African Department of Environmental Affairs • 

University of Stellenbosch SCARCE project (a pilot survey of amphibians and reptiles in the Cederberg)• 

Cape Town and Western Cape Tourism Association (membership).• 

We ensure minimal impact by tourists on the environment through implemention of the following:

Strict protocol is adhered to at archaeological and rock art sites• 

Guests are educated in terms of the protection and respect for rock art sites• 

Particularly sensitive rock art sites are closed to the public, but interpreted through high-quality MS Power Point • 

presentations

Only indigenous wildlife species are introduced on the reserve• 

Irrigation of the gardens is done through micro-jet irrigation and at judicious times to limit unnecessary • 

evaporation

Treated grey water is used to irrigate the larger grassed areas• 

Only biodegradable detergents are used• 

Guests are encouraged to assist in the property’s water saving policies and are made aware of the need for water • 

conservation in the Western Cape 

Lodge sewage is treated in a Biolytix system (raw sewage is broken down by worms)• 

All non-organic waste is transported off the property to the Clanwilliam municipal dump site• 

Organic waste is used as mulch and compost in the gardens• 

All the swimming pools are salt chlorinated• 

Vehicles are prohibited from driving off-road• 

All roads are maintained annually• 

Hiking trails are carefully marked and maintained• 

All fi rewood in the lodge is sourced from alien vegetation such as Port Jackson Willow• 

All infrastructural development follows strict environmental scoping protocols before submission for fi nal approval • 

from the regional district municipality.

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY: CARING FOR OUR NATURAL ENVIRONMENT



Community Involvement

Monitoring Programmes and Research

Bushmans Kloof has been largely instrumental in the pilot project to involve the local farming community to ultimately 

create the Cederberg Biosphere Reserve, which will consist of the Biedouw River Conservancy, the Wuppertal 

Conservancy, and the Cederberg Wilderness Area.

Profi ts generated through eco-tourism is re-invested in the local community by training and employing staff from the 

local area, in particular the town of Wuppertal.

The Community initiatives include the following:

The Wuppertal Community (German Moravian mission station 40 km from Bushmans Kloof – providing employment • 

and purchasing of products for use at the lodge, such as rooibos tea and leather goods)

Elizabethfontein Primary School (support and contribute towards the upliftment and environmental education of • 

the local children) 

West Coast Municipality (support through improvement of local infrastructure).• 

A number of research projects have been initiated at Bushmans Kloof including: 

A comprehensive survey of the Cederberg reptiles and amphibians for conservation and ecotourism, by the • 

University of Stellenbosch SCARCE Unit

A photographic Cape mountain zebra identifi cation project • 

A leopard survey project by The Cape Leopard Trust. • 

The lodge monitors enviromental impact through the following steps:

Waste levels are monitored and reported on a monthly basis• 

Hazardous chemicals are stored in a secure place, kept on register and reported on monthly• 

Roads and infrastructure are monitored annually• 

Together with Bushmans Kloof’s resident archaeologist Siyakha Mguni, Professor John Parkington, Head of the • 

Archaeology department at the University of Cape Town (UCT) monitors the rock art on a continuous basis

Wildlife populations are counted from the air annually• 

The Bushmans Kloof Conservation Trust meets bi-annually• 

An internal and external environmental audit is carried out on an annual basis.• 

Adhering to the adage, ‘to measure is to manage’, Bushmans Kloof’s fi eld guides have developed a number of 

important scientifi c monitoring programmes, which include rock art, vegetation, soil erosion, human impact, water 

quality, wildlife and rainfall.  The data is stored on a database and statistically analysed to detect long term changes 

and fl uctuations in the natural equilibrium.  Monitoring forms the cornerstone of planning and decision-making and is 

constantly updated and reassessed.



HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL HERITAGE

ENGLISHMAN’S GRAVE

Preservation of the Rock Art of the ancient San people

Anglo Boer War

Bushmans Kloof is proud custodian to over 130 remarkable documented rock art sites – some dating back 10 000 

years – left behind by one of mankind’s earliest societies, the San. Since its inception, Bushmans Kloof has shown 

a rare dedication to the preservation of this rich cultural treasure, and, accordingly has been awarded South African 

Natural Heritage status.  

To further research the knowledge of this remarkable culture, Siyakha Mguni, a dedicated and knowledgeable Rock 

Art archaeologist was appointed as Resident Archaeologist and Curator.  His primary function is the recording, 

documenting and research of all the rock art sites in the reserve, in order to create a database linked to a Geographic 

Information System (GIS) platform. Mguni also lectures and assists the University of Cape Town’s Clanwilliam-based 

Living Landscape Project, and further trains the guides at Bushmans Kloof in current rock art analysis and interpretation, 

based on new research being conducted all over the continent.  

Siyakha Mguni was awarded the coveted UK Antiquity Journal Ben Cullen Prize for 2006, for his paper ‘King’s 

monuments: identifying ‘formlings’ in southern African San rock art paintings’. This follows closely after Mguni 

announced his discovery of a rare rock art site at Bushmans Kloof, which is of great signifi cance as a ceremonial rock 

art site.

Guests at Bushmans Kloof may enjoy daily rock art walks to discover the caves and sites, which has been recognised 

as ‘the world’s largest open-air art gallery’. Trained guides provide insight into the rich cultural history of the San, a 

tribe of diminutive ochre-skinned hunter-gatherers who traversed this area in search of food and water, for thousands 

of years.

In September 2004 the Bushmans Kloof Heritage Centre was opened, which features the Rudner Collection, as 

well as other authentic, irreplaceable Bushman artefacts that include jewellery, dancing sticks, hunting kits, musical 

instruments, digging sticks and magic sets, to offer further insight into the history and lives of the San people.

Bushmans Kloof is also custodian of the legendary ‘Englishman’s Grave’, and maintains the lonely grave site, which 

is located on the periphery just outside the reserve on the road towards Wupperthal. Bearing the inscription ‘Brave 

and True’ this Anglo Boer War memorial was erected by the mother of a young British soldier, Vinicombe Winchester 

Clowes, who was a lieutenant in the First Battalion of the Gordon Highlanders. He died here on 30 January 1901 at the 

age of 21, when British forces were attempting to prevent incursions into the Cape Colony by the Boer Commandos 

under General Smuts.




